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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 

Ki This communication is responsive to amendment filed 2/16/01 . 



H The allowed claim(s) is/are 77-76 and 94-132 



□ The drawings filed on 



are acceptable. 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses 
that the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

Kl Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 

Kl including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or 
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which has been 



□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on 

approved by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal lettter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 

□ Note tfce attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER 
and DATE of the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



This office action is in response to the amendment filed 2/21/01. 



Request for Continued Examination 



2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/21/01 has been entered. 



3. Specification has been amended per request 

4. Claims 89-93 have been deleted and claims 71 and 74 have been amended and new claims 
94-132 have been added. 

5. Applicant's arguments in view of the amended claims are persuasive. Accordingly, 
rejection of claims under 35 USC 103(a) in view of the SOLD reference has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 71-74 and 94-132 are allowed. 



Response to Amendment 
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Reasons for Allowance 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



Claims 71-74 and 94-132: The claimed invention(s) pertain to a method of and a system 
for limiting bids in an electronic auction wherein a bid ceiling or a bid floor are applied for bid or 
bids received from potential sellers. 

The closest prior art ( "SOLD! ... TO THE LOWEST BIDDER. Computer Finance. v6. 
n2 r July 1995. ) teaches a method of conducting an online auction between a buyer and a plurality 
of potential sellers (suppliers) in a format known as RATS ( Reverse Auction Tendering System). 
Bid ceiling and bid floor are established for entire auction and applied across all participants 
(bidders). The SOLD reference, however, fails to disclose an individual bid ceiling for each of a 
plurality of potential sellers bidding in a reverse auction. 

Claims 71-76 and 94-132: Prior art of record allowed because the identified most relevant 
prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a method of, a computer- readable medium for or a 
bidding device operated by a potential seller which comprises the unique feature recited in the 
respective claims as listed below: 

- determining whether a bid for a potential seller is greater than a corresponding 
individual bid ceiling for the seller wherein the auction is a downward auction (claims 71-73, 94- 
98, 103-110, 118-125). 
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— determining whether a bid for a potential seller is less than a corresponding individual 
bid floor for the seller wherein the auction is an upward auction (claims 74-76, 99-102, 111-117, 
126-132). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Jagdish Patel whose telephone number is (703) 308-7837. The examiner 

can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. 

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2700 is (703) 308-9051 
or 9052. Draft or Informal faxes for this Art Unit can be submitted to (703) 308-5397. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

JNP: 3/15/01 
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